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When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and 

gave up his spirit. 

 

Jesus the Alpha and the Omega 

 

We have been looking at different names for Jesus throughout our 40 days of Lent.  Those names have 

been given in reflection of the Passion History, showing the different things Jesus did and said to win 

our redemption.  Isn’t it a wonderful thing that the LORD does for us in giving us so many names? Our 

God is much more complex than the single named Allah god of the Muslims.   

 

Tonight’s names are two: Alpha and Omega: the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet; in 

reflection with Jesus’ words “It is finished” from the cross.  In the book of Revelation Jesus describes 

Himself with these two letters, referring to Himself as the beginning and the end at the beginning and 

end of the book.   

 

When we think of a beginning and an end we tend to think in terms of timelines; when something 

begins and when it ends.  Service starts at 1:00 and ends around 2:00.  We are trained to think in terms 

of the concrete; the beginning is at the start and the end is at the finish.  Life is more manageable when 

we have timelines to get things done along with checklists.  Go from one project to the next.  Put one 

foot in front of the other.  One day at a time, until you finally reach the finish line.   

 

But when Jesus refers to Himself as the beginning and the end it isn’t that simple.  Yes, Jesus began 

this world.  He created it.  But He is also in the middle; it revolves around Him.  And yes, He will also 

finish it when He comes on Judgment Day.  That is true.  He is the beginning and the end of the 

timeline of our world.  He started it.  He will finish it.  It begins and ends with Him.  

 

We need to keep this in mind.  When your parents tell you, “I brought you into this world and I can 

take you out,” they are using the timeline as a threat.  Jesus is not only the One who comes on 

Judgment Day but He is also the One who determines the days of life here on life.  Deuteronomy 32:39 

says, “See now that I myself am He! There is no god besides me. I put to death and I bring to life, 

I have wounded and I will heal, and no one can deliver out of my hand.”  But there’s more to the 

Alpha and the Omega than that, because there’s more to life than THIS life. 

 

When God created this world He also planted into the Garden a Tree of Life.  With this Tree He 

showed that there is more to life than the here and now: in the beginning He was introducing Adam and 

Eve to the concept and hope of eternity – life beyond this life.  Why else would He plant a Tree of Life 

in a Garden full of life already?   

 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 says, “He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in 

the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end.”  The fruit 

of the trees in the garden was specifically designed to be eaten here and now.  It was created for 

temporary sustenance.  But the people in the Garden were created for eternity.  God didn’t build us like 

a car engine which is lucky if it lasts 200,000 miles before being thrown in the junk yard.  The eternal 

God, who gave humanity His image, made humanity to last forever.  When we refer to Jesus as the 

Alpha and Omega, let us not just think in terms of the beginning and end of the world as we know it.  

Let us think also in terms of eternity; for He is the eternal God.    



 

When God created the world it was brimming and breathing with life.  Life spawned more life.  Adam 

and Eve wanted to live and work the Garden throughout their lives.  Every day would have been a new 

adventure as new plants would have sprouted forth.  It was Satan who turned things topsy turvy with 

his temptation to eat from the forbidden fruit.  When Adam and Eve fell for the lie, only a shadow of 

the former life remained.  Adam and Eve were still able to pro-create, but although their babies seemed 

alive and vibrant, they were sinfully fragile and bound for death.  New plants that came forth were 

intertwined with thorns and thistles.  So it is.  We can’t enjoy anything in life without knowing there 

will be an end to it.  The parents we finally grow to enjoy are taken from us with sickness and old age.  

Even marriages that last are bound to end in death.  Pictures will fade, and so will memories; all tainted 

with death.   

 

In order to bring life from death, God had to reverse the scenario back.  God had to put an end to sin 

and death which we invited into this world.  He had to finish what we had begun.  He had to be sin and 

death’s Omega.  In order to reverse the scenario, something completely unnatural had to happen.  The 

Author of Life had to be put to death; had to experience it; in order to bring life back into our world.  

This is why Jesus went to the cross and the grave; to put an end to God’s wrath, sin and hell.  What 

does Good Friday have to do with the Alpha or the Omega?  Jesus came here to finish it – to be sin and 

hell’s Omega; to nail it into the grave.  This would be no easy task – like catching the rolling snowball 

at the bottom of the hill instead of the top.   

 

Very rarely in life do we ever have such a sense of accomplishment, where we feel like we really 

“finished” the job the way we could have or should have; where we can say, “Nailed it!”  What I 

envision and what I accomplish at the end are rarely in line with each other.  You envisioned yourself 

winning the championship your senior year, but you fell flat in the big game.  When your children 

made mistakes, you felt terribly guilty as if you failed as a parent.  Has your marriage been full of love 

and forgiveness?  Has your job taken you where you envisioned you would be?  Have you ended up in 

a financial situation that you planned to be in twenty years ago?  Or have you fallen short?  Life is 

riddled with failure.  

 

This makes many just burst out in frustration, “I give up!”  Many go through the motions, robotically 

performing their duties; having thrown in the towel long ago.  This is what life is full of – the feelings 

of failure over things we didn’t do right; we didn’t finish.  I can’t help but think that as you get older 

you can’t help but look back on life and keep thinking about your failings.  Now your life is about over.   

How much have you left undone?   Now there’s nothing you can do about it.  You can’t undo your life.  

You’ve failed your spouse, your children, your employer, and worst of all – your God. 

 

There was a man who used to collect cars and try to get them going; they were the love of his life.  He 

lived out in the country in a trailer, but he didn’t take care of himself at all.  He wasn’t a very good 

father either.  When his son came to visit he had to try and at least maintain his house so that his father 

could live.  When his father died, he left behind a virtual junkyard of unworkable cars.  That’s a good 

picture of many of us.  Our yards are full of unfinished business; failures in the junkyard of life.    

 

Tonight, in the middle of a graveyard of death; we hear Jesus declare the Omega of life as He speaks 

one word in the Greek, “tetelestai.”  It means “It is finished.”  It was a word that was used for those in 

the Greek world who had made the final payment of a bill.  It means, “Paid in full.”  Unlike all of us 

who have to face death with plenty of unfinished assignments, Jesus alone could say “I’ve done 

everything you asked me to do.  I healed the sick.  I raised the dead.  I preached the good news to the 



poor.  I condemned the arrogant.  I was patient.  I was kind.  I was gentle.  I was true.  After all of this, 

I died on the tree that you told me to.  I went through the hell you put me through.  I did it all.  I’m 

done.  I’ve done all that was required of humanity; all that was required of me.  It’s finished.”   

 

It’s such an ironic thing, because the Pharisees and teachers of the law all looked at Jesus as the biggest 

failure ever.  Those who feared that He was going to overthrow the government would have looked at 

Jesus and said, “He certainly failed in His mission.  What happened to all of His dreams now?”  But 

Jesus looked at His life in a completely different way.  “It is finished.”  Even though He had just been 

put through hell and was about to die, He didn’t fear what He was about to face.  With that, he bowed 

his head and gave up his spirit.   

 

Jesus’ life wasn’t take from Him.  He offered His life to God and gave His spirit to the same Father 

who had just damned Him.  Jesus could do this because He knew that He had done everything the 

Father asked Him to.  He committed His spirit to the Father in hope that His sacrifice would be 

accepted and that the price for our sins would be paid.  His painful death was not the end.  It wasn’t a 

loss.  It was the greatest victory of all.  It was the means through which He would provide eternal life.  

It was His exit from humility and into the beginning of His reign as the triumphant and exalted King.   

 

Do you have the confidence to die in the same way?  Confident that you’ve done all that God has 

called you to do?  Did you nail all of your duties on the head?   

 

As we look at Christ on the cross and hear Him cry, this is meant to breathe confidence into your soul.  

Even though this happened over 2,000 years ago to Jesus, God wants you to think of it as if it 

personally happened to you.  Why? Paul wrote in Romans 6:3-5, 

 

Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 

life. If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united 

with him in his resurrection. 

 

In your baptism Paul promises that everything that happened to Jesus also happened to you.  Your 

baptism put your sinful nature with all of its failures to death with Christ; crucified you and all of your 

sins with Him; and also gave you His life.  It intimately connected your life to His, so that everything 

He did you have been given credit for.  His life is yours and yours is His.  Baptism is meant to be your 

Alpha and Omega, your beginning and end.  By putting you to death, it brings you to life.   

 

Don’t gauge your life by your successes or failures; whether your children turned out right or not; 

whether your marriage was as fun as it could have been or should have been; or whether you were 

promoted and successful at work.  Look outside of yourself.  Look to the cross.  Listen to the words of 

Christ.  No matter how mundane or lifeless your life has become, the cross can nail you to eternity; 

bring life from death.   

 

Your life has to begin and end with those words.  “It is finished.”  This must be the Alpha and Omega 

of your life.  No matter what you think of you; your children think of you; your parents think of you; or 

your friends, through repentance and faith in Christ and in your baptism all of your failures have been 

crucified and buried with Christ.  He’s finished with them.   Guilt ends here.  Sin ends here.  Hell ends 

here.  Eternity starts here.  Life starts here.  Hope starts here.   



 

There are so many that get this backwards.  They believe that Jesus is the start to the finish, and not the 

finish to the start.  They believe that Jesus is the means to the end and not the end Himself.  Baptism is 

their beginning, where they start on their pathway to do what God tells them to do.  Baptism is their 

testimony, where they decide follow Jesus from then on in.  So they try to finish everything that Jesus 

tells them to do.  They try to be good Christians.  But somewhere, in some way, they always fail.  

When their lives inevitably end unfinished; not having suffered enough; not having loved enough; not 

having told enough people about Jesus; not having prayed or praised God enough; they die with 

feelings of failure because they didn’t finish the work God wanted them to do.   This is a sad thing.  

Jesus isn’t meant to be the beginning to the end.  He is meant to be the end to the beginning, and 

everything in between.   

 

The Holy Spirit calls on us to see ourselves differently.  Everything that is unfinished is done.  I know 

that my failures as a father and a pastor have been crucified and paid for.  My lack of compassion has 

been overcome with His Passion.  My cowardice has been by replaced with Jesus’ boldness.  Sinful 

divorces are ended in God’s sight when you are nailed to the cross in the faithful union with Christ 

your Heavenly Groom.  Dirty thoughts are replaced with the perfect mind of Christ.  Lackluster praise?  

Covered.  Lackadaisical work effort?  Paid for.  Work left undone?  Finished.  In your baptism you can 

say not only “it is finished” but also, “I am finished.  I am finished with guilt.  Finished with sin.  

Finished with death.  Finished with hell.  Started with forgiveness.  Started with love.  Started with 

hope.  Started with compassion.”  Jesus is the Omega and the Alpha.  

 

This effects the way we die.  Are there things you’ve wanted to do but didn’t?  “It is finished.”  Jesus 

accomplished all you need.   Do you think you’ve served your purpose and should just die?  “It is 

finished.”  The results are sure to come.  Whether you die at ten or at a hundred and ten, you can say 

you’ve led a full life.  Why?  Because in God’s eyes we already lived a perfect life and we already went 

through hell.  “It is finished” means exactly that.  It is finished FOR ME.  This also means that death 

isn’t the end.  It’s only the beginning.  The Omega brings the Alpha; they are divinely intertwined; and 

we just keep on dying and living through faith; failures and all.   

 

When you have a big list of chores to do each week, some of the work gurus say to do the work you 

like least right away; first thing.  You put it on your list as letter “A” number “1” thing to do.  Once you 

get that done with, the rest of the week is more enjoyable.  Jesus had one main chore to accomplish.  

All of what Jesus did was leading Him in to one place: the cross.  This was the goal of Jesus’ to do list.  

It was the Alpha and the Omega of His life; it was what He was born to do.   

 

Tonight we sadly celebrate as we see Him accomplish His goal.  The payment was made.  The hard 

part is finished.  Salvation is done.  Salvation is ours; through baptism and faith.  But we don’t quit 

running.  No.  We run all the more; not wondering if we’ll win, not worrying about exhaustion; but 

knowing that we’ve won.  We run our race with confidence, unafraid of failure, because we run a race 

that is finished in Christ, knowing that even though we die we will win; and even as we lose we have 

already won.  The Omega has come, and the Alpha has begun.   

 

The strife is o’er, the battle done; Now is the victor’s triumph won;  

Now be the song of praise begun.  

Death’s mightiest pow’rs have done their worst, And Jesus has his foes dispersed; 

Let shouts of praise and joy out-burst . . . this Sunday.  Amen.   


